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UGPRIDE 


FOREWORD 


пе bock you're holding п yaur hands right 
now? Руди hod told 13-year-old me that it 
would ever exist, would have never believed it 


Yet here it is. And tis a glrious thing. 


Зэв, before | was an unofficial “gay elder 
sintpsman' of conics, I was a young, closated 
сутовчейпо fan growing up in a very white, 
very straight town in Ohio, But that wos then. 
‘And this поме (And a wonderful пон ct that 


LOBTO+ characters wore once used for shock 
Value ав villains, prancing butts ofjokes, or mar- 
гиейзоцз felled by AIDS ог bashing ог some 
her awlul untmely end, 


My, ch my, how things have changed. And OC 
has always been there, reaching aut and push: 


Ing the ervelope of representation, From Maggie 
Sowyer the Род прав and Tasmanian Devi fal 
‘characters in а mnor key, to be Гог), right up to 
Mdnighter ond Apollo, Renee Morroya, Obst 
don_Heck we even havea lesbian Ballwoman), 
адау Green Lantern (the original спе) and а 
trans heraine in the Зироху TV universe (who 
makes her comic book debut in this very issue]! 


‘The only thing more groundbreckng than where 
DE IS (ond has been) withits commitmentio 
versity over the years isthe fact that the char- 
алега in this very book are not опу tratted out 
for *very special” stories. They огореорі Real, 
{hree-dimensiong, complicated people. And the 
opcosionol olien cr other-dimensional dappel- 
озпоег because, Yknow сз coms, after a. © 


“That's where the word pride comes in. Like so 
many words in English, pride has many diferent 
meanings, some good, some nat so much, but 
the definitan that applies here is this ona 


Pride Па. а positive emotional resoonse огоц 
шав fo something with an intimate connection 
ш впевец шив ta ts perceived valve 


has been а long, tough сіті from the frst 
‘shot glass thrown at the Stonewal inn Стапи 
you, Marsha P Johnson] today’s marriage 
equality end LGBTO* members of the presiden- 
ЕЕ ач а па 


{ul рворје olorg the моу But we con honor ther 
saorifces by living horestly. By being visible. 

By being proud With avery new queer face in 
the public eye (and in the comi books of DC), 
‘someone, somewhere, sees themselves for the 
first time, Someone fecis less бопе Someone. 
feels Горе. And tis а gorious thing, 


стрів book shows that while who we are und 
wham we lave might be different to some, we al 
deserve to love and tobe lovedin retum. 


So, dear reader, you сив in foro trent Assembled 
in these роде ру this cavolonde of tolented 
сгеопуа-оге characters that soon the spectrum 
аг gender and orientaton ав well as the МОЙ 
verse! They are no longer defined by who they 
аге and whomthey love. They are ав compli 
‘cated and diverse as those of us who chronicle 
their 02908. Inprovious tales, its boen Apolo 
telling Midnighter, "Поме you," ог Batweman сг 
ng to unknot her romentis history while fighting 
crime, or alate-n-Ife Green Lantern coming aut 
to his kids. And there's only mere to come in this, 
celebratory anthology and beyond Then and 
пон these stories resonate wih us ol 


‘These characters and thelr yes, pride in who 
they се can reach out from the four-color pag 
ee and maybe, just maybe, heb а scared queer 
kid see thot they are nat alone That they are 
valued That they matter. That they are loved, 


‘And thot is the most glorious thing of al 


Mare andreyko 
Somewhere in the Hallywaod His, 2021 


Mare Andreyko їз а Мем York Times bestseting 
‘author known for co-creating Kate Spencer, 
ака Mantunter (with Jesus 502) An out writer 
his entre comes career, Мого spearheaded the 
internationaily bestseling спату anthology 
Love Is Love, сз-ризіследі бу DC and IDW in 
response (о the 2016 Pulse пругом) massacre 
in Orlando, Florida. Mare has won numerous 
‘wares including the Eisner, the Ringo, and both 
he Bob Clampett and dick Giordano humantta- 
Hera tas aliados lap ins ion aca 
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PROFILE 
BATWOMAN 


АКА, RYAN WIDER 
pod by deca 


Ryan Wilderis о proud lesbian 

the mantle cf Batwoman from Kate Kane, 

т orphan, Ryan struggled ta find a 
homein Gotham City until 


тогос when Alice and the 
Wonderland Gang kiled Cora in а random 
Гау Ryan used martial 
her 
right path, but when she 
tly arrested for а crime she вкус 
‘commit, her criminalre 
reintegrating back into sc 


ОВА witn Javicia Lestie 


What excites you about playing Batwoman? 


тал And | think that 
anaccomplshmentior mysall, but 


ава something super соді for my orondkids 
тов able to say one day, оме me тога, 
and love being part ofthe Bat Team! 


What's your favorite moment your character 
has had in Batwoman so far? 


оле of my favorite moments has been when 
Ryan fines her version of Batwoman. Espe- 
cally in Episode 203 ("Bat Girl Magie!) when 
оло dropein on Viotor 2022 and по ауз, 
ем look?" and she says, "New Batwoman.” 
ків really cool that from that moment on, 
‘she's owning this look, she's owning her 
position in the city of Gotham and her рові 
ton in the legacy of the Bat. That was such 
ол epic moment not only for the character, 
but algo for me to watchwith the world, und 
for the world to feel empowered by 


во you tind you identity with Ryan Wilder? 


Ryan is trying to Aguro aut how io бо а su- 
perhero ухах ко Im trying to figure aut how 
tobe а superhero-what that means and 
‘what chat represents and having to put your 
personal fears oside for the greater good 
because there is о bigger picture 


an you tell us about some of the positive 
feedback you've received in portraying в 
queer superheroonscreen? 


| yet о fot oF Comments пот people on тий 
tor who fool so represented by Ryan, | think 
‘what makes Ryan unique in this story isthat 
Әле doean have to соте in and explain her 
self she just olrendy exists and you're able 
10 just jump into her world without having to 
аэ through her Journey сї getting everyone 
‘ground her to acespt her for who she is. For 
people wo want to just watch a story with 
‘queer characters that doesn't have to center 
Ground the trauma of coming aut as a queer 
character, which an be triggering for same 
рзор, | believe that Ryan gives you thet 
nance Ie gives you а step ақау trom that, 


15 ога a moment from a De comic that has 
inspired оп aspect of your character? 


Ryan is о combination of a ot of things that 
m inspired by Watching сіе different 
Iterations of Batman taught me thorldidn 
hovs to ft one speciic image of Batwoman, 
because we've seen so many differant ver 
sions of Batman and they о! have some- 
thing uniqueto them. Some people ore huge 
Michaol Keaton Batman Гале, came people 
re huge Chistian Bale Batman fans, some 
people are huge Adam West Batman fons, 
tnd they stay in ther own separate versions 
of who they lave as Batman: it gives me os 
on artist the strength to know that regard 
less of the decisions | make, there's going 

to De a community that feels represented 
by my portroyal. fm super infuenced by t 
idea that | оту have to be опе вресйс kind 
of Bobwoman, | can just be вуагез Batwomon 
fond that’s enough When | frst started really 
getting into 006 TV shows, Ил love with 
the Flash because ho was just thie kid next 
door He's goofy-'m goofy, he's the type of 
kid who хий trip over his foot but means well 
It ic heip me feel comfortable with allowing 
Ryan not to be perfect, allowing Ryan to be 
completely паме, and it shows. love Black 
Lighining's Thunder because that was my 
frst ime seeing а Black lesbian superhero 
on ТУ and how empowering that was. And 
watching Nofessa [Willams] be such a volce 
for that community really showed me what 
сап happen with this type of rae, 


POWERS, AND ABILITIES: 


Excellent Defuetive Rensening 
тоспса Expertise 


MartolArts Mastery 
Stealth 
Animate Knowledge ofthe Broken Syste 


БАЖАН н 


ма Nol isthe swestest родова in National 
City, whoserves us bothureporter far Gatto 
Worldwide Media and the superhero known os 
Dreamer. Born 10 © human father ond Nalterian 
ratos Na was таса with nor older sister in 
Parthas, а community where aliens and hu- 
папа peooefuly coexist. she received uncan- 
ditional love and support от her family, vino 
‘embraced her identity as o transgender woman, 
‘ond went on to inherit her mothers precog- 
по abilties. Naw Мо honors her mothers 
legacy asthis generation's Dreamer and fights 
болов Supergirl to transform the worldinto 
place af tolerance and ceoeptance. 
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ОВА with Note Maines 


What are you looking forward to in Introducing 
Dreamer to comics? 


Getting to show her ав а fully realized super- 
ето. (Пе shaw, her journey has been one 

of the oppreniice/supethera-in-training in the 
‘comic, hough, Dreamer has come into her 
ower, ond we are seeing her at maximum 
сороску being the mast Dreamer shes ever 
been fm excited about Introducing her ta 

forks ко стели, fomi with her 100. People 
who have never seen Supergel are gang to 

be meeting Dreamer for the frst time, so мече. 
pulling out allthe stops to тойо a big splash, 
inclucing о few new things to surprise lengua 
Dreamer fans while we're at it!) 


What excites you about playing Dreamer? 


‘Aside from just getting to be osuperhero? Im 
ехскей by ul of her potential, she nos these 
amazing powars, the true extent of which | 
dont believe we've seen yet, and there are so 
mony pluces that her story could go, And on 
тор of thar, she's a hero wha has the obiity to 
touch on very important real-world issues in 
‘a way that’s sometimes ighthoarted ond fun 
and ааг timas того dark and drama. in 
short, she has the range! 


сап you tall us about some of the positivo 
feedback you've received in portraying а queer 
‘superhero onscreen? 


Just that there are a ot of teers and alt of 
hugs. Trans гок didnt think that we would дес 
10 see oursehes us азирет when we were 
‘growing up. So to have Dreamer is so meaning: 
Tulto us, and everyone Үчө spoken to feels the 
sameway | о Мото ust во proud of har опа 
50 happy to have her. 


WHITE CANARY 


A.K.A, SARA LANCE 
‘star of DOS Legends of Tomorrow 
‘ond ara 
Played by Coity Lotz 


ато de facto leader of the Legends of Tomor- 
row, о found family ої misit superheroes who 
protect Earth from опогрснев in the fabric of 

‘our reality, Sara Lance camed herseat in the 
captain's chair after the untimely death of her 
end and founding member Rip Hunter. Though 
she is ne stranger to tragedy, помпа also 
‘witnessed the death of ner sister Black Canary, 
‘nd former lover, Sreen Атом, Sara perseveres 
through edvarsity She's been a lechal member 
с tho League of hasassine dioc спа won гови 
rected, and even fal in love with Ava Sharpe, ол 
‘Advanced Variant Automation clone. Whenever 
Forth foces а criss, Sora and her team of Le0- 
ends will по chere to answer the сай of duty 


ESSENTIAL EISODES 


JOHN CONSTANTINE 


Stor of 005 Legends of Tomorrow 
Ployedby Matt Ryan 
А sell-proclaimed master of the dark arts, John 
Constantine із а bisexual exorcist, demonalo- 
біз, and professionalsoroerer with a chip on 
his shoulder and a penchant for punk rook, 
Despte his cynical and sarcastic demeanor, 
this British bad boy isan ally to heroes across 
ne DC Muluverse оло has Gt alfferenumes 
resurrected the soulsof bath White Canary спа 
Green Arrow, whom he fought olongside during 
the слоі опто Earths, 


08Ашиатал 


Whats your favorite 
‘momont your charac- 
ter has had in the 
Arrowverse so tar? 


There are so many. 


In “Crisis fon infinite 
Earths] having my 
Constantine опа Tom 
Elis Lucier meet is 
defintely atthe mp 
ofthe list, Getting to 
play aut a lurg sanos \ 
storyline on Legends | 
lof Tomorrow іш 

Is there a moment from John constonine’s 
‘appearancesin comies that inspired an aspect 
of your character? 


1 


The frst Helblazer оотіс | reed was “Dangerous 
Habits.” And ifs stuck with me со this doy. 


| POWERS AND ABILITIES | 


| POWERS AND ABILITIES | 


¿THUNDER 


A.K.AANISSA PIERCE 


аю оков daughter of Jefferson Pierce 
(Black Lightning) опа Dr. Lynn Stewart, Anisso 
Pierce is an extraordinary actWvist who em. 
bodies Black empowerment and gay pride 
меме пдпопо for justice in Ртеіала, Georgia 
‘Ametahuman lkeher father and her younger 
Sister, Jennifer Pierce (Lightning), Anissa can 
твипабг.сіор seismic energy ага stomp shock 
saves by utiizingbreath control. HeadStrang 
‘ond ful of resolve, her actions often strod- 
de the line of moral ambiguity, much to het 
parents’ Отау. Burthonkfuly меп іше пер 
rom her determinad sister and her roguish 
wife, Grace Choi (played by Chantel Thuy), 
"ава wil always find away to get hack on 
tha right wack. 
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ОВА with Natessawitiams 


ів there amoment from Thunder's appear- 
ances in comics that inspired an aspect 
of your character? 


remember reading the comics ard seeing 


‘Thunder's пас t wos ust very naturaland 
‘authentic со how Block women wear their Nok. 
Salim [Aki and | were alwayson the same 
родео to wanting tomake sure that Thunder 
Foprosonted how Black піс really weer their 
hair о ls been fun going through Thunder's 
hair journey on the show! 


Do you find you identity with Апізза Bierce in 
some ways? 


She really doesnt take no for an answer, and 
have that in me When | want io do something 
‘and have my mind sat on it-nothing or no спо 
‘can really deter me from getting it dane, That 
determingtior, thar drve that Thunder has, is a 
quality that | have within myself Anather thing 
в-итаподе sister! And Chino [MoCkan and 
чад an instant connection Our chemistry has 
been realy, really beautiful new what that 
overpratective-big-sister energy was Ike, so 
Thunder and also share that in common os 
well. was pretty effortless to step into that 
space 

Сап you tell из about some of the positive 
feedback you've received in portraying a queer 
зиротого onsoroon? 

Cone in portieuar that will never leave my mind 
Is a young woman wha comeup to me and 
сай that опо! seeing Thunder on the showy, 
‘she felt normal being a lesbian. к brought me to 
teors Itjust made me feel ike as оп orist ит 
‘walking in my purpose and rm being used for 
‘Something greater then myset So just, lesbian 
women reachng out me soying thar they 
feel the visi, hat they дого sen them: 
көмес, they DeE see п lesbian character 
‘who вом and unapoiogeticaly who she is, 
Some people say that t's changed their home 
зесиговип that their families and parents, 
Support them the way that Jefferson and 

Lynn support Thunder It wasn't a coming-out 
moment, К wos just who she was andthey 
supported that 


с ог Doon Pare 
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Former АЕ Force pilot Larry Trainor grow up 
inthe Midwest feeling ashamed of being соу. 
на suffered a ар caidanrin which he was 
‘exposed о the mysterious Negative Spirit that 
gave him cosmic radioactive obiltes ar the 
(cost of nermanerkly disfiguring hs entire body 
‘Ths повели вокхав Larry from hs friends 
ond family, whichleft him spiralinginto a 
daeper resentment toward himself and the un- 
controlable spintinside hm, However, Dr. miles 
Caulder saw greatness in Larry and offered him. 
‘place with his teom of other extioordinary 
раорив who have also been rejected by scciety 
called the Boom Patrol. Wih this rew family, 
Larry embraces his unique abies and finally 
learns ta еме his complet он 
Pie ро Ю6- Dannypana 
"Sac Pata 


ОВА with Marr Bomer 


What excites youabaut playing Negative Man? 


во 


Larry is Ned макт сописасцопе-пев ооуу 
who thought of himself as a hero, even though 


he was bit ef a monster. And then thought 
of himself as a monster, when he мова ОК of 
a hero. Those kinds af interna’ struggles are 
fun to play. Getting to olay hisiourneyto selr- 
acceptance hus been one of the екс ех- 
реполсо of my career, because it's written 
o well I'S net neat and tidy-t's messy and 
painful and hard, the same woy ків те. 


Whats your favorite moment your character 
‘has had on Doom раме! so fer? 


| woud say his relationship wth John Bowers, 
twos so difficult andpaintul a have a gay 
relationship ar the time when they met-it was 
а sad realty for a lot cf people. And the way 
Lorry andl John were able to бла closure, and 
‘experience amore open love, was very moving 
forma. 


дал you tell us about some of ho positivo 
feedback you've received in portraying а queer 
‘superhero onscreen? 


Alotofthe feedback that | get has nething to 
do wth Larrys sexvaity Folks wil just ap- 
pproach me and talk abaut the character, and 
the слом They see his sexuaity as one part 
of o multifaceted human being | think that, In 
itset is progress. 


AA A РКВ РАНИ ЧТЕНИЕ НЕ мує БЛ ГР Ан авдаг ний СВИЛЕ Ву вані 
Poison ву, Midnighter Boturomon, Aquolad, Dreamer, Alon 8с01, Future State Нові Renee Montoyo, and ied Piper. 
0 Pride 2021features thriling stores and џогоеоо ort from ал all-star lineup of queer and ally alent 
including James Tynion Y, Marko Tamaki. Trung Le Nguyen, Kris Anko, Klaus Jonson, Amy Reeder, 

Kevin Wo, Ино Ayol, Nic Кеп, Elena Casagrande, and many, many more! 


“Tis moy be the best anthology, top to 
bottom, hat OC hes ever nut out” 
GeekDad 
"DC Pridesucceedishyshawensin the 
Ways DCComics hos been pushing 6 10 
TBpreserioiion oryenrsr 
теди сор 
"neverysense ol he word, BC Pres 
celebran: 
—comlcbook.com 
1002106 mokes tear о пої өліге 
hero meny LEBTOR- charaelerewartn 
spotlghtng, but hat hese charoctershove. 
compelingstoriesthot сап connect with 
‘adverse audience across ganertions 
一 Comic Book Resources 
‘ould сопол en about tow beoutiul 
{his book Is ond how well watten the stories 
re ив: 
一 comice: The Gathering 
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